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Barts Health Archives and Museums 

Research guide: Medical colleges 

Barts Health Archives and Museums hold the records of Barts and The London School of 

Medicine and Dentistry and its predecessor bodies, The London Hospital Medical College 

and its Dental School and the Medical College of St Bartholomew’s Hospital. These records 

provide an insight into over two centuries of medical education and student life. 

Prior to the establishment of the medical colleges, surgeons and physicians at both The 

London and St Bartholomew’s Hospital took on private pupils or apprentices; sporadic 

references may be found to these informal teaching arrangements in The London Hospital’s 

House Committee’s minutes (RLHLH/A/5) and in the Board of Governors’ minutes 

(SBHB/HA/1).  

London Hospital Medical College and Dental School 

The records of The London Hospital Medical College can be found at RLHMC. This 

collection charts the development of the College from its establishment in 1785 to its merger 

with the Medical College of St Bartholomew’s Hospital and Queen Mary and Westfield 

College in 1995. 

Records relating to the governance and 

administration of the College, including 

staffing and research, are at RLHMC/A. 

The collection also includes financial 

records (RLHMC/F), title deeds 

(RLHMC/D), plans of College buildings 

(RLHMC/R) and the records of various 

departments, including the College’s 

former Pathology Museum 

(RLHMC/PM). Student records, chiefly 

registers of medical and dental students 

and records of examinations, can be 

found at RLHMC/S (NB: more recent 

records are restricted under data protection legislation). There is an index and some 

registers of pupils taught at The London Hospital before the establishment of the Medical 

College at RLHMC/S/1. Correspondence about the (unsuccessful) proposal to admit women 

students in 1876 can be found among the Warden/Dean’s files at RLHMC/A/21/1. Records 

concerning the temporary admission of women students between 1918–1922 (including a 

minute book of the Women’s Common Room), and their full admission in 1947, can be found 

in the accession RLHG2014/08. 

Records relating to clubs and societies include The London Hospital Clubs Union 

(RLHMC/U) and the Students Club (RLHMC/C). RLHMC/P contains photographs of College 

buildings, events, portraits of groups and individuals and cartoons and drawings. A full run of 

the student newspaper, The London Hospital Gazette, can be found at RLHMC/A/25.  

RLHMC/P/1/1 The Garrod Building (formerly the London 

Hospital Medical College) 
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Finally, a miscellaneous assortment of correspondence, press cuttings and printed material 

exists at RLHMC/X. 

Researchers will also find records relating to the Medical College in the records of The 

London Hospital itself (RLHLH). Information about the oversight and administration of the 

College is recorded in the minutes of the House Committee (RLHLH/A/5) from 1876 and 

Board of Governors (RLHLH/A/11) as well as in the records of The London Hospital Medical 

Council at RLHLM (NB: minutes from 1846–1880 can be found at RLHMS/A/1). Some notes 

of early meetings of the lecturers and teachers who oversaw the College, covering the years 

1831–1837, are recorded in a notebook compiled by the surgeon James Luke 

(RLHPP/LUK/8).  

The records of The London Hospital Dental Club, dedicated to the interests of former 

students and staff of The London Hospital Dental School, can be found at (RLHDL). 

The Royal London Hospital Archives film and video collection contains a small number of 

films relating to medical students (RLHfilm/21), largely of graduation ceremonies. However, 

access to this collection may be restricted due to the format of the recordings and we 

recommend you contact us for further information. 

The Medical College of St Bartholomew's Hospital  

The records of the Medical College of St Bartholomew’s Hospital (known until 1922 as St 

Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical School) can be found at SBHMS. These records chart the 

College’s history from its formal beginnings in 1842 until its merger with The London Hospital 

Medical College and Queen Mary and 

Westfield College in 1995.  

The records chiefly relate to the College’s 

governance and administration (SBHMS/A), 

its buildings and services (SBHMS/B), 

education and curriculum (SBHMS/E), 

finances (SBHMS/F), publications 

(SBHMS/PB) and staff (SBHMS/SP). 

Student records, including registers of 

students, can be found at SBHMS/S (NB: 

some recent registers are restricted under 

data protection legislation).  

Some lists of students who predate the Medical College can be found in the earlier volumes 

of the Medical School Calendars/Handbooks (SBHMS/E/1) and a card index of medical 

students, 1807–1826 (SBHMS/S/6/1).  

Records relating to the Students Union and student leisure and recreation are catalogued as 

SBHMS/SU and some early student lecture and study notes exist at SBHMS/SW. SBHMS/P 

contains photographs of the College, its staff and students, as well as cartoons, caricatures 

and illustrations. 

 

SBHMS/P/5 Students in the Pathology Museum 
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Digitised records relating to St Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical College are available online. 

These comprise medical student registers for the years 1906–1934: 

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/smd/about/history/digitised-records/medical-student-registers/ 

and copies of the student newspaper, the St Bartholomew’s Hospital Journal, for the years 

1893–1974: 

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/smd/about/our-history/st-bartholomews-hospital-journal/  

Later issues have not been digitised but can be consulted physically at SBHMS/PB/1. 

Relevant material can also be found among the records of St Bartholomew’s Hospital itself 

(SBHB). These include the surviving records of the Medical College museum (now known as 

Barts Pathology Museum) at SBHB/MU and some clubs and societies (which admitted 

students or both staff and students) including the Abernethian Society at SBHB/SA, the 

Cambridge Graduates' Club at SBHB/SC and the Fountain Club at SBHB/SF. A bound copy 

of manuscript notes by the surgeon and pathologist James Paget also includes chronological 

lists of students who attended Paget's lectures (1843–1859) and information about their 

subsequent careers up to c.1863 

(SBHB/XT/18). 

Photographs featuring College students, 

including at sporting events, can also be found 

in the St Bartholomew’s Hospital photograph 

collection at SBHX8. 

Personal papers of staff and students 

associated with both medical colleges can be 

found in the private papers collections relating 

to The Royal London Hospital (RLHPP) and St 

Bartholomew’s Hospital (SBHPP). Material 

includes lecture notes, photographs, correspondence and artefacts. 

The Royal London Hospital and St Bartholomew’s Hospital uniform and costume collections 

(RLHUNI and SBHUNI respectively) contain items of clothing relating to their associated 

medical colleges, including blazers, scarves and sportswear. 

Objects relating to the medical colleges, such as sporting trophies, can be found in The 

Royal London Hospital Museum object and paintings collection (RLHINV) and St 

Bartholomew’s Hospital artefacts collection (SBHX4). Medals and decorations relating to 

The London Hospital Medical College can be found in RLHDEC. 

Researchers of student sports may also be interested in the various United Hospitals (UH) 

clubs which represented the historical collective of five London medical schools including 

both Barts and The London medical colleges. Collections include the records of the UH 

Rugby Football Club (RLHUR) and Athletic Club (RLHUA). There is a file on the UH Rowing 

Club at SBHMS/SU/9/11. Various sporting medals, trophies and shields can be found in the 

object collections mentioned above. 

SBHX8/2120: St Bartholomew's Hospital 

Athletics team 

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/smd/about/history/digitised-records/medical-student-registers/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/smd/about/our-history/st-bartholomews-hospital-journal/
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Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry 

Records of Barts and The London School of Medicine & Dentistry (created in 1995 when the 

two medical colleges merged with Queen Mary and Westfield College, University of London) 

can be found at RLHMD. These comprise administrative records (RLHMD/A), publications 

including the student magazines Barts and The London Chronicle, Circadian and The Dental 

Mirror (RLHMD/PB), student records (RLHMD/S) and records of Barts and The London 

Student Association (RLHMD/SU). 


